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the root causes leading 1o such samauqna Tre GOB..

identified groups of children in Belize that require |

und are in ncalq

 children who live in remole of rural aréas, immigrant children, children whoare
axp]oi(abon o include abuse, neglect, and economic. explub%’?t children -

institutions, children with disabilltis, children who are vicims of substance abuse, aid

chidren who are invclved with the Juvenile Justice System. The recent burricane now

" Indicates a need to aid 1o the list "children effected by natural disaster”. Because of a
vanety of different circumstances and events, the factors that have created these situa-
tions are diverse and complex, Certain groups of zhildren havebeenprewmdyd;sws&ed :
in light of other articles and may be found in preceding chapters. For exampe, the special |
‘siuations of children iving in remote and rura! areas including immigrant children were
discussed in light of Article 2 (diserimination). Child labour often determnes a3 child's
 ability to access education impacting their future development, and have been discussed

~ Inlight of a the right of the chilld to an education (Chapter V). However, children who work

remain in need of special protection measures. The remaining groups Identified as re-
quiring special atlention and the steps being takan to provlde for them will ::onstiMe the

cnwtar on ptutecﬁon

_ Knv Article

| Every child-shall have the right to be free from all forms of physical or mental
' violence, injury, abuse, maltreatment, and exploitation.
Article 19 of the Convention on the Righisof the Chiid

'The right that nobody hurts my body
or my feelings'

Protection from Violence

Article 19 goes beyond children's rights to protection from what it arbitrarly defined as
"abuse” in different societies and beyond the protection from torture, cruel, inhuman or
degrading treatment or punishment, as guaranteed under Article 37. Articie 19 requires
children’s protection from “all forms of physical or mental viclence” while n the care of
parents or others, thus asserting children’s equal human right to physical and personal
integrity.
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the assistance they need to recover, = \._':\: W ’{’._-":

Childran in Belize; through the children's elections and the UNICEF sponsared Summit
for Children, expressed their wish for a safe environment free fram all types. ofvldenm._ :
This was their second most important right foliowed by the right that “ne one hurt mybody
or my feelings”. GOB has been listening to the children but more mustbe done to ensure
their right to be safe in their homes, school, and communities.

in Belize, violence against children and child abuse is associated with economic, social,
cultural, historical and educational factors hat are interrelated and tmmany reinforeing
over the course cf daily life. Structural violence as well as violence in the home and in the
street make up the wisible face of an inequitable patriarchal system in which women and
children are the victims of marginalization, abuse and discrimination,

Violence Against Women

Globally most abuse within families is committed by men, and most victims are women
and children. Vioknce against women takes many forms and is generaly exacerbated by
alcohol and drug abuse. In Belize there is considerable tolerance of domestic violence
against women.

Case Study

A wonnien speaks,..CIn Belize, we all st some tine or another are faced widds probidems
such as alise and vape. However, we iy (¢ deny such problems and hice the situation |
because it mases us seem less of a pesson, That is what 1 am doing when my hushand
beats mse. He drinks and does disgs, ssing the money e makes which lemes us with out

fnod for miamy days on end, When we do have food he makes sure his two dhaldren ges the

food Tirst and ry other children, his step children go hungry. When T say something he
beats me aggar. He beats me when he donks, bue am alrasd of beng alone, but each day

gets worse and worse and 1ore and moge difficult 1o go on”

Abuse against women and children is closey linked, A US study shows that 53% of men
who batter their wives also abused their children. Other studies repcrt an even higher
comrelation with substance abuse reported as a factor in over 80% of child abuse cases.
Most experts belizve that violence against women worldwide is the most under reported
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Dothostlc violence statistics compiled by the Waman's. Depammlof‘lm féﬁict 125
cases for counseling, Haven House provided shelter for 10 women and 23 emwm

- during the first half of 2000, Police reported 255 cases, and Family Court remned 1,200

cases of which 25% wera withdrawn by the complainant. Lacking is natioral reparting

-and statistics incorparated from other key departments and divisions who provide re- |

lated services lo wemen and children such as FSD, CCC, MOES NOH, NCFC,
BOWAND, BFLA, and NOPCA, Also incorporated must be statistics from districts before

- Belize has an accurata picture of this critical situation. Lack of funding, human resources.
-and coordination/collaboration are recurring themes. The Women's Depariment, which

pravides the coordinating role for activities in this area, requires adequate rundlng to
plan, coardinate, train and monitor.

Violence Against Children

Though there are no currenl studies, cne needs only lo look around and know that
violence s a part of the dally lives of women and children of this count’y. In homes
children will be lashed in the name of discipline as the most effective way of educating
children and ensuring their *full obedience.” and this will happen in schoals even though
the CRCC and key UNICEF partners have publicly stated that corporal pinishment is
inappropnate in all its forms whether in families, schoals, or institutions.

Family services referals will continue to rise in Belize City, but drop in districts due to
insufficient staff, procedures for villages, and lack of information and coordinated ac-
tions, Everyone continues fo hold their breath every me a child is reported missing, for
fear that another chiéd has fallen victim to violent sexual abuse and unsdved murder.
Belize must not continue to close its eyes o the continued victimization of disabled
children and aliow them to be placed out of sight and out of mind. it must find aiterna-
tives to the institutionalized of abused chiidren who, further subjected 1o & second vic-
timization are today being placed in institutions with children who are older, more expe-
rienced, and victims themselves They all deserve specialized care and protection.

It is suspected that incest affects the lives of many children and that histerical and cul-
tural baliefs must be challenged and the data revealed. It is known that children, for
economic reasons are subjectad to potential abuse just so they can go fo school. There
are reports of young women prostituting themselves or falling victim to prostitution to
meet the needs of their families or a life alone in both Belize and Cayo Districts. Despite
mandatory reporting of child abuse, many do not know of the law, nor are there the
resources to respond

a1 | T HE

RIiBHT. a0 A 'FUTU RE




Incest is 'm‘ll the
Teardest thing to
share

and with
everybady umrting
together

the story is 1l
oy once

Children are
educnted
in schools

'\‘. ) \.\{' o -
AR -

Case Studies
Sanddra s now 17, NOPCA recevid a request Tor commselbmg servsees, Sandra has atremgsesd

sucde, Iy donking Cloros., A victn of septather incest. shie haed an egal sbortion in October
09 ey o renuen o the sine sitgabion and a dishelioang mother....she no losger wanty 1o hve.

Janc s 13 vears old. Her seacdser noticed roted howsses and a thick eve and when asked she
1old the teacher that she docsn’t want 1o go home hecimse ber mother nsed a knile to hit her
threatening 1o Jall her if she old about what her gramdfaher did. Jane livwed with hey grandfa-
ther untl she was 1 and was sexually alused by bon and s riend, Though she wld a
warnan podice olliees, the ollices diose not 1o report, Bearing that it would make the situation
worse Jor Jave e her honse, Althougls she really bkes the wonsan officer who bas apparently
been very Kind 1o hier, she feebs she las noother Toends, She is very undappy and e other
chiddron lavgh at her, She savs her mother tells her she 1s ugly and uses heras “a Cooderell®
Relerved to NOPCA, FSD and the counse g centse, the moother is willing with the counsel-
loas for a whide, There s much work 1o be done, Jane won't even Jock al her mother or
respond when she is talking

As lar back 5 age six, Susie can remcmber that six fanly members usod o sexually abuse
her, two brotders, two brother in Bavs, and two eousins. This happencd untl she was sixieen
and ran away from home, She was sall tryng to do well iz school, bt had no one to talk 1o,
She sull Bliuses her mother, whao surely knew whiat was happening and recds connselling as
“she hates” her mother and all of them.

b —— —_— — —

e —

: In addMon ho a highly successtul adueau:n and puwentlan program in primary schools

called Good Tauch Bad Touch, NOPCA's services include public awareness. public edu-
cation, parent education through collaboration with COMPAR, counseling services to vic-
tims, research,an hformatimal hotline, and is currently conducting a child labour study in
Corozal District,

Qutreach servizes in Toledo, Orange Walk, and Belmopan through an association with

Marla's House of Hope, are active and there is a 2000 goal of expanding services to all
districts through the use of volunteers and paid staff in 2000,

Working in partership with the Ministry of Human Development, NCFC, law enforcement,

and the Ministry of Heaith. NOPCA recognzes the need to establish caild protection teams
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developed in the light % Family preservation services and permanency plannlng for children

:, Division was established by the government of Befize with the support of UNICEF, Belize.

She wis a single 20 warold wonan with five chaldren when she mer the social worker.
Sexually abnsed as a child she became mvelved i one relagsonship alter anotker, and
three ol her daldren's Gatkeers ane now dead as 2 resalt of gang actvities, She Inved with 15
other people o twobed oo house, her childeen are frequently cxposed o volence
and abuse. Her 16 weirold bovinend beat her, thrawened her e and sexually wssindied

her. Working with her was a chiallenge but with the Selp of FSD, D, Sadth, NOPCA and { f‘?‘
the Women's Deparmment, all of us pulling together, two years later she 15 m 2 house gf.”

consrucied by CYDPE, hax a jol cooking for a school, goes 1o beauty school al pnight, lives
alone with her children, and with peviodic ups and downs s making 1 and so are her
children, Witk the combined ellons of the agencies a good sttmude she takes i one day
al & tine.

- "" \ W
In the future, NOPCAwill continue prevention, advocacy, coumahcsenﬂoes pﬁmsawam-.
ness and éducation, chid participation activities, and encourage strengthening child and /
family policy nationwide, and advocating for monitoring of the CRC and for the. develop-

. ment of 8 mechanism o hear childrens’ complaints. They wifl, be acﬁvcly bngagod n
mrch with universities, UNICEF and finalize a management information. system,

" NOPCA looks to lobbyirg for the full implementation of the CRC for without It, “children in
Belize will continue to saffer unconscionable ekplpllabm and abuse on a daiy bas’s .
Famlly Services Division , ’

Marking the international year of the Family in 1984 and sumujlamous with tte reorgani-
 zation of the National Committee on Families and Children (NCEC), The Family Services

The Famlly Services Duwision is one of five in the Department of Human Oave!opmenL
which is under the admhiﬂratlve autharity of the MHDWCS. The Family Service Division
Is staffed by a coordinator, one ‘secretary, one counsellor, and four staff with various
public service designations all of whom provide £n array of social work and protective
services to children anc to their. families in Beiize District. They are currentlv housed in
the Commercial Centre with COMPAR, NCFC, and Family Court, Envlsionad was the
concept of. *one stop services” for families in Belize City and close proximity to facilitate
coordination and cooperation among the varlous agencies. Despite UNICEF supporl in
this regam collaboration isiessthaneweeeed .

Servioas of the F3D are oomehenswe child prosection and family support services in-
cluding:
% investigations of sl reports of abuse and negedt,

% Family reunification services and counselling with families

%" Family support counseliing designed to prevent a family dissolution

% Provision of a comprehensive substitute care system which includes recruitment and
- licencing of foster: homes, and the licencing of private child care facilities nationwide
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anwdhowmmmmm zanghglnaqem
_years.. FSDisalsomsponsiJleforpmvldm;sewlceswa\m n foster ¢ Bel
- District, averaging about 30 children in anygiven month. 1

Casé loads NS
‘Case loads for this six-person staff as noted on the table below are mmtym Thees
workers are generally assigned chidd abuse investigations and the related legaiand medlea!
and placement responsibilities.

Du(ing the first six months of 2000, FSD averaged 59 new mvesbgallons a momh Sptead 4
among three workers, each worker was responsible for 20 hveshgaﬁons‘Malegaﬂom
musl be investigated, regardless of the oudcome, and they must be completed within a

' required time frame. Cases are prioritized based on the serousness of the allegation and
the nisk involved o the child and many referrals require immediate invesﬁgatlon. -

Case load weighing studies done in the US and England recommend that no worker bo.
assagned more than 10 investigations per maonth and child abuse Investigators do not
additional rasponsibility for other child welfare cases, This is because of the com-

plexity and seriousness of child abuse and ihe life and death decisions often required by
mosoctél worker. These poel!lons naturaqu have a high stress a subsequent

/ tﬁptmmover anc burnout rate. In Belize, investigators, double as generalist child welfare
* warkers and carry addtlpri&i case responsibilities of family counselling, reunification ser-
viees plaoammt.bstafwe permanency planning, court work, plus rotate weekly emer-
gancy can,Tmsovmsuewhng otmﬂputsmll&matrisk for addihoml rights violations.

Caac Slndy

The phone rogs ofl the wall on Mondiy rromung, the work must be pnontzed and as-
st

asibding group of Hive chibdren came mito the Chuld Case Cenbre becanse (e parents were
Jaled; the sehool ss calling and they have a six wear old with bruses; the hospial s calling axd
i chlld was admited lor severe malnutrition; another one is teady 1 b redeaserd o foster
care and the Tospital needs the bed; Fraday, a child was released from ¢hld care and the
perpetrator has been released from jail and s on his way home; Hatmewille s calling on a
child wath burr s transpoctation is not wakable, there are three peope wating in the
winiting room all with stones of abuse/exploitation.

Three workers are here, one home ssek. .. eight ssiuations requaring attenton amed decisions
st be msade amd an mtpnn'ml mccnm; m one hour

— —— —ee — — . ———
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NATURE OF CASE

=% qg 1695 | 1996
==L L f'“f PROTECTIVE SERVICES _
s 2 AN TN AN .
3 - o P Emme ® 94
71 7 Neglea 85" | 109 |
‘_‘ _ Sexual Abuse EHES
Abandonment 0 | 39
Wandering 6 [ o |6 |0 ] 0
A SR W i Sub-total 158 | 281 | 162 | 203 | 520 | 355
Anid requests for | VOLUNTARY FAMILY SERVICES
:ﬁ";’ s Uncontroliable BehaviorRunaway | 75 | 43 | 46 | 26 | 75 [ &1
/ Relinquishrrents and Placemant | 0 10 | 15 | & 14 2
Requests ’
{ " Gustady 2 0 |62 [ * |16 |82 | 11
 Family Problems/Family Support | 18 | 100 | 80 | 81 | 120 | 51
intemnationa Case Work o |8 | 3]s |al] 2
Foster Care Adoption Inquiries . | 84 | 120 | 92 | 45 | g0 | 36
Informational & Referral o0 |38 |37 |56 |56 | 35
‘Sub-total - Voluntary Services 178 | 381 | 300 | 235 | 421 | 198
| Sub-total - Protective Services 158 | 281 | 162 | 203 | 520 | 355

TOTALS| 336 | 662 | 462 | 438 | 941 | 553

*9% neglect was combined with abandanment; *97 custody was jinad with Information and Reforrad “Lower nembers
in 9708 reflactiva of stalf shortago: “FACA passed in July 88 ano Si-Mandatory Reporting in txte DBkurly 99; 992000
FSD staf Inorease; *99 stats nctudes broakow! for emational abuse In sccordanca with new law, *2000 sexual abuse
numbers reflect Perpelrator (Tamily member=43; other=54 cama Knowledge)
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Study #1

Mel s Bfteen years old from Dangriga she presently lves m Belize with her mother, siep
father amdd cight sthlings, Sexually abused by a Gomly foend i Dangriga, they moved to
Belize City to get away frons it all. Then her step father sexually abased her while her maother
wits sellng Food on the streets. Her mother didn't beleve her o couddn’t belese her amd
refused 1o protect her, Angry and hurt, Mel decsded that shie would just have sex Tor money
since she clearly has something men want. She now survives on ber own, paving her school
cxpenses and baving what she wants and for one reason, money. She doesn't believe i the
word love, but she does believe in money. She makes SIS0300 a week for sexual bwotirs and
ruanitains a B average i school. She wants nothimg to do with her Gamly, ever,

Study #2

Patricin was born in Honduras and s fowrteen. She Tives on one of Belrze's well kiown
shands and s a prostitute. In fact, an entreprenear of sorts, she is a leader of a gang ol six
teenage girks who are all prostitutes. Charging a sanammn of $30.00 per client (hough ey
sometines dcoept expensive gfts i beu of cash) she rented four rooms at an expensive
hotel, She encourages” her girds™ 1o use protection and she protects hersell by use of a
condom,

Her mother knows but does not fght with her. One e she was fearfol that her mother
would make her go back to Honduras because culturally, she should be looking for an older
mian to marry her and take care of both her mother and hersell, But carly she realized she
chidn't want a husband as wis expected. The = girls”™ are Patrscia’s famaly. Thas is now a Bauly
that makes money and therr goal s 10 keep chents happy. When she talked to the social
worker, Patricia was not afraid of geting caught, but more afraid of bemg surdered or of
someone pving her a diease....,
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Theé one FSO counselior assigned to Belize City also provides district supervision for
family service cases and acts as a consultant to the various employees of the MHOWCS,
who through the community development officers, are responsible for the provision of the
child abuse and family services in districts. There are no family services specialist staffs
In districts and no family court counsellors. The roles of these two critical services provid-
- ers are combined and provided by CDO's and/or ather Ministry staff in districts. Thisis in
addition to other responsibilities of the CDO which are distributing social assistance pay-
ments and conducting assessments for immediate assistance, providing services 1o the
elderly, community devalopment work and public éducation and awareness, coordinating
and conducting workshops, working on matters of custody and maintenance, working
with domestic violence and marital difficulty, working with cases involving juvenite delin-
quency, uncontroliable behaviour, runaways, teen pregnancy, and Issues of foster care,
- institutionalization, and adoption, administrative responsibilities and travel. This is not
~Intended to be a comprehensive ist, It is important to understand the responsibilities and

expectations placed on the district based staff of the MHDWCS with only 5% of the recur-

R —————

Study #3

Rene i a beautiful young woman, nuch msore wsature, at least physically, than ber 15 years.,
She and her younger sister were orphaned i Guatermala and 2 Eanaly Friend, T
Belize for 13 years, offered to bring them “in the back”, tlegally. She agreed and when the
diy cune: she was exeited, bt nevons. Tt was justa fow miotes from one side of the river
1o the other side.they nuade 1!

First they lived in Cotozal and for a couple of woeeks things were all right, then ber Bamily ‘

nend became “a monster™ and the bouse was full of anger, velling, and cmotional aluse,
Rene knew she couddn't ive there, She met another teenager and ofl they went o the
Cayes. Soon, with her beanty, shie was working foa b Gud well-known brothel), making
men happy and Tor the fiod time m her life, being old she was sweet, beantiful and yery
special. Bt that didn’t st the police found out, she was selered o FSD and placed in the
youth hostel, She was 10 be retured to Guatenala, but a special voung woen with Jots of
potential, an adoptne placement was found for ber with a fensabe stall member, Life has
changed now that dhe i at Youth Enluncenment Services, and she hopes 10 go 1o high
school. But what has happencd 1o her younger sster? And what of the other inmmigrmnt
¢hildren who are here illegally? Those are all other storics wating 1o be told.....

rent budget allotted to this important ministry.

- Arecent poll of all the truancy officers in the nation indicated that while district towns had
 procedures and good working relationships among agencies, the knowledge, awareness
and procedures for child abuse had not reached districts, especially villages in districts.
Children all over Belize are lacking the services necessary to ensure their right to be free
from violence in their homes, schools and communities.

3

All of these persons require specialized assistance initially when the abuse is discovered
and through rehabilitative services by trained social workers and counseliors, Belize re-
peatedly has recognized that there is a shortage of skilled, trained personnel in all sec-
tors. Despite the improvements in the quantity and quality of services to children and
familles in the past few years, the seriousness of the problems are in danger of over-
whelming both government and NGO resources, There continues to be a shortage of
skilled and trained personnel in the Social sector and staff continues 1o be in need of skill

based training and administrative support.
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= =2 5 #‘ Whlle lhare have beén rumours of pomogmphcmgs le M an s
mmﬁijis, t‘. ated, Inforrration from school commurity fiaison efficers MWMMEW
farther at risk for nized presttution of young women for profit in bars in Cayo, Orange Walk, and |
xex fourism. - Corozal District. This has not been reforted to the authorities and is not nfirmed.
Nevded is dinlogue-  N@ed for Procedure 1)
and extabiivhed Despite mandatory reporiing, protocols for institutional or organized abuse are sither mn*'
procedures ~ existent or professionals are not informed. Procedures and responsibility for investiga-

tions are not clear when there is an allegation of abuse against a teacher, principle, or
staff within an institution, nor are there spacial procedures when an albgam:n mvoms a
A high vtamdursts | foster care provider or an institution managed by the MHDWCS,
amang
professional Investigations which come under the catagory of organized abuse will put inter-agency
relations to the test, and procedures including the availability of a neutral party to investi-
gate are necessary. It is essential that such hvasdgauons are managed at an appropriate
senior level and conducted by staff trained and experienced in joint child abuse investiga-
tians. Appropriate procedures, which bulid upon the pMduesq!meCRC and the re-
cently signed optonal protocols for child prostitution will need to be incorporated into law,
~ policy and | procedure and people trained najon wide accordingly. Tmstngle most impor-
~ tant consideration Is thesaktyand well-being of the child.

_ Qzaﬂmes
Progress has heen Legal reform made great strides in Belize by enacting the FACA, defining child abuse.

made * and mandating reporting. FSD has done remarkable work in Belize District, the Domestic

Violence Unit of he Police Department woks extremely well with staff from MHDWCS
Eut xhorifils and MOH. the Women' Department and Fanily Court has worked diligently on behalf of
remainas iokg s women In areas of domestic violence, NCPCA is and will to continue to be a strong
theve are children advocate for children. There is a hot line provided by NOPCA and thrcugh the generous
af rivk. support of BTL, z national hot line now exists.

:j“f“: ":; ;":""E However, protecton for the mos! vulnerable child groups from all forms of exploitation re-
5 I'I::‘hm‘n m‘m - main insufficient, espedially for disabled children, immigrant children and children lving in
Nt il villages. Legal reform is incomplete, and there remains a lack of informaton and awareness
S % on domestic violence and child abuse induding & lack of services and altemative place-

ments for children, There are inconsistencles in domestic legislation, incuding sexual abuse

of boys, and most importantly there is a lack. of financial and human resources 1o protect

the women and children of Belize. More recently revealed |s the abuse o children in institu-
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- Evory mentally or physically disabled child has lho ligm tdﬂhy ﬁlll gnd
~ | descent iife.

Article 23 of the Convention.on the mghuapt the chffd

~ The | inclusion in the CRC of a specific article on the rights of the disabled child and the.-

inclusion of disability as a specific ground for protection against discrmination under

article 2 reflects a grewing understanding and azknowledgment of the links between dis-
- ability and human rights. Article 23 provides further guidance on realizing the rights of the
disabled children by acknowiedging the nead for spoclal care and stréssing that assis-
fance shouid be designed to ensure “access to services’ in a manner ‘conducive o the
child's achieving the fullest possible social Integration and individual development.*< In
accordance with the CRC, gavemment s are tequured to develop policies for children with
disabilities

The Ministries of Education and Human Dovelopment
Bdh the. Mnnlsms o Education and Human Development have a clear and separate
-~ duty to provide services to children with disatilities. They should ensure that there is-
- spadific policy on children with disabilities inclucing integration of the servizes and direc-
tion to work in collaboration with mulu-disclplha'y teams in order to avoid the creation of
separate and aogrogma services for disabled children. While there is no cvarall govern-
mental pobcym this area, the philosophy of ths Special Educaﬂon Unit (SEU) and the
Disability Services Unit under DHD, within the MHDWCS, work closely tegether to pro-
vide services to children with disabiliies. Bolr units concur that childrey with special
neads and disabllities are first and foremost children and that they have a right to experi-
ence as normal a family and communilty life as sossible,

Special Education Unit
The main goals of the SEU are:

% To monitor and supervise the delivery of Special Education program for children
with special educational needs;

% Tofacilitate and monitor the development of a full range of Special Ecucation within
schools and communities, maintaining inclusion as a prionty; and

% Toencourage and facilitate the development of Special Education training programs,
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and the speciad
education ums

UNICEF

and BCVI

| 3ofpotsons with disabilities, an increase of 579 persons ‘since publica of Right to-a

Future 1997 In 1999, disability services workers, despite staff a:mageudmhﬁed amf
served 124 new individuals in 1999, b

In addition to serving as a member of a cistrict based team, lheDlsabﬂtySarvlcesUnl!
provides a wide range of services including public awareness activiies designed to sen-
sitize and educate the public about disablad persons, professional training and parenting

education, rehabilitation services Includirg physiotherapy clinics, sarly detection of dis-

abilities, direct services to persons with disabiliies, and aclivities such as the Special
Olympics. They are also responsible for te development of intemadional mourcas and

~ services for disabled people.

UNICEF has been an important source of financial and technical assistant to both units.

Based on international estimates 8 1013 per cent of the poputation suffers some form of
disability, including learning disabliities. UNICEF projects an eshmated neady 13 thou-
sand children fall into this category.

7 Tbe Belize Council for the Visually Impaired ( BCVI) is the most reoognlzed NGOworklng

with disabled parsons. BCVI was formed In 1981 and provides comprehensive eye care

~ services to the people of Belize. Working closely with the Minisiry of Health, BCVI now
oonﬂ\ewhdeoounﬂymdpmﬂdasaMrangedaemcaahpeophmevuy&smd

the areas of prevention of blindness, rehabilitation and suppon and educational services.
Pt e
Cne Smdy '
Mara Helen Sam cned mconstant pam the fiest 15 months of her skort ife, A Kekeha
Indian, she returned (o her Grge Lunily of nine brothers and sisters bocated i ahe village of
Indian Creck, some mubes from P.G. Soon the Fannly noticed an eve ortation and the eve
swellmg with 1 corneal tumour that eventually grow toan enormons size. M swas tiken (o
avisiting team of American doctors whao el yearly to Central Asnenica o provide medical
and dental sevices 1o Bumbes moremone sithges, Marka's Licher, Lorenzeo 1ook her w e
Asersean doctors and asked thera o™ help my child™. Today, Maria with the help of her
- stppostive il caring Buamily is happy, busy, healthy and pain free, The eye sungery went well,
A BCVT staff person frequently visits the Gely to monitoe te childs recovery. The whole
by bz wath prade brongang out a specal pecture albam dysplaving her “belore and after
- pactures”, along with pechires of all the people w Belize and the US who eared enough 1o
ke thes lappen,
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Acres of Lose iy a small chilldren’s hotnes i the south of Belize, For the Deparument of
Huan Developrent, they may abways be depended upon for very spocialized services for
childeen. Chico is a good examiple. Claco was with the Bales for several years. The child,
dusabled and suflering from setzures was alundoned. Piecing hiss story together was difficul,
bt found in the pusigde they assmmned he sercamed to koep ammals away. He screamed for
weeks when be fisst cune. He ate from the Noor and would let no one near him. Gradually
with fanth, love and pabence he began to quict and respone, bt lis care and needs were
constant and demandig. After several years and specialized care and schooling, he was finally
revnited with an uncle, and ker died of a sevare, Bit be had several years of boving care from
the stafl at hus foster Gunaly and his osn Ganaly, thanks to the Bales...

Study #2

Mehnda was browght 1o the home nalnoursshied sl toy, She wouldn't eat and she coukdn’t
hold dewn the food. Her mother couldn't care for ber and Rodney and Gale conmmined (o
Lanuly preservation, tried for a while 1o keep her during the day, returning her st naght 10 uy to
keep the metherchikd bond. But the mother couldn’t cope with Melisda and her other
children noe coule the Bales mamtain that schedule. Meclinda s 1 preacious child, and has
necded hourly feeding day and nighits for months. Even the older kids lune wanted to hedp
feed her which has been a full ame job! Ofien on the buink of death, the Babes asked for
temporary custody Trom the nagistrate court and support from MHDWCS for protection.
Exery howr on the hour she s fed, Dut often koses the nourishiment. Bat there is good nows,
Melimda ts finally gaming weight! In just two weeks she has gained almost 1112 pounds!

The visiting destrict murse stopped yesterday ad she weaghed 1 s, - 6 oz She s improving m
rrwany wirys, and she i getting stronger every day. We are preparing the necessary ravel doc-
ments o possthly take ey o the States © get the defective ‘Reflux Valve' evaluated and
sungeally repased  necded,

Sty #3

Talk to the direvtor of Ky, who for years has been providing services 1o disabled children
abong with the many others for whom she cares. They brought her this tiny baly boy, prema-
ture and ternbly malnoanshed.. Sor months, day after day . night after nughe, she carried him
with her everywhere, nesded against her bosom for warmith and protection. He gradually
calmed and guned weight. They hope he will catch up though he is still developmentally
delyedh The director 1w often t the awirport, wath a chald requaning specialized sugery or
teatments only savialable in the stases. For yours one chibd who was braimn damaged had several
surgery and she was cuclully nortwred back o health several times belore she died. Now
working closcly with the DHD, shic provides services 10 @ vanety of children which ke the

| Bales, sometimes includes parentng them il their nacural death.
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Drug abuse hins
cmerged as a
plobal menace.

Which iy refuiel
o wltiple righis

fras Jong rngy
impllcutions for
pationad
development

Drugy are éasy
o get

e e
&kﬁmmwlnmbpm‘mﬁry

%uth And Drug Abuse "‘ _", ‘-‘-"-?.'. X N =
— Every child shall have the right {o be pmlqohdlmm uhcil drug use,
“production and trafficking.

Articta 33 of the Canventiof oh memghx af the Child

|\

"The right to a safe environment, free
from drugs, gangs and violence'

At the 1990 World Summit for Children it was stated in the Plan of Acions that:

"Drugawsohasmfgedasa global menace lo very large numbers of
young people and, increasingty, chidren - including permanent darmage
incurred in the prenatal stages of ife. Concerted acion is needed by
, Govmmawmmrdammsmmwmm
|| supply, cémand, trafficking and distibution of narcotic drugs ad psycho
- , 'tmp:c wostancesto counter this tragedy. Equally important cscomnumay
 action ard education, which are vitally needed fo curty both the suppiy of
mgmmadmrmmm Tobacco and alcohol abuse are also
proNéms requiring action, espacfa]ly pmvontaﬂvo measures and
education among young people. ™ =

~ Under arlidi.as of the Convention, countries are tasked with taking al appropriate mea-
sures to dissuade children from the ilticit use of narcotics and psycho lrapic substances,
and prevent their exploitation via the production andfor traﬁ'lciung of such substances. In
accordance with article 6 {children's right to life and optimum davelcpment), article 24
(right 1o health services and hqallh promotion) and article 29 (education to prepare chil-
dren for responsible life), this also means providing appropriate rehabliitative care for
children and thel families affected by drug abuse.

icit drug and inappropriate substance use by chudren threatens not only their health,
developmem and soclal well-being, butis an open door which can lead to criminality and/
or leave them vuherable to criminal, sexual and other forms of abuse and exploitation. All
of which have immnediate and long-range Implications for national development as well.
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% Students using by age of first use

\ " Garinagu; MeshzoandEastlndlamrepmseﬂtadﬂ.S%qam Twern
= 0 _gent of respondents used everyday, In all instances, mhsm;shn
" l -~._;bevedthefemaies.asdndmaemloyedovartheumployad“ ) “

~ A1998 NDACC school study conducted in Belze City o Bingrion. M akrceta 17
"~~~ qguarterof alcohol users, 67% of tobacco users, md&Q%ofmptﬂnaﬂausmsﬁmdldso ‘
' ~ balore their 14" birthday. Nearly 10% started using marijuana before age 10 = .

mm‘omm

.\I“‘

First use af drigy, Age Tobacco Marijuana
::;::'zg evanld! less than 10 225 8.2
0-1 1.3 8.2
12-13 232 22.4
-15 232 357
16-17 14.8 153
. 18+ 49 10.2
Souxe: NDACC (1938a) in Bays o en
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Uuln Imyoar Usolnuslmonth

A2 \‘.u‘ ul 3' ‘c’M w RN
L alrt? P . ] 1) b Y '
; o ‘ [,_ S ', JJW ‘ Y
ool G ”"*ﬂl Y. A1
At 19
g/ it ‘.,"\\ M .
— ",_'),‘ I “Sodrcs: NDACE (1998ahin Boys ot L —
= 2 ;(’\ ~ Further tevéaled was that friends or famiy membersmﬂmpﬂm e f_ drugs.
Friends are |~ and that drugs were most often used at home or in that of a friend, 4gg '
primury sources. ‘some extent, that families may be encouraging their chudmn s use of. dru{s
"fd"“ﬂ' el s | -
' : n
$ % Students’ reported source of introducﬂoh to
= various substances .
47, Substance | Family Member | Stranger | Friend |own | Don't Remember
AR Alcoho 218 23 40 (25| 103
N 41 Tobacco 105 12 | 432 |43 25 -
Msrijuara 12 | 17,661 |15 43 -
: ) i | Crck | . ars 125 | 3786 1:'*.5':IL SN
4 ‘l Wmnmmm»w ‘-.‘
L e %S(udoms reporled Iocatlon of usual use)
TR o
=~ 1Y Location | Alcohol | Tobacco| Marijuana Craek
dnd wirile yekools ) N R g f 3
'l'"dm b‘, Ud"g N\ i \I - ! 8 'At hd[ﬂﬁ ._i aoz ! 27 B.B 22-2
Sree somes”, family s EPE= D _ = _
members iy b ‘ E NWI T8N | - 25 09 222
enconraging - Friend's housd 173 189 | 381 11.1
chitdren 1o smoke : - ’ _ '
hhy “Party 26.2 "3 6.2 222 I
Disco/Bar 8 38 09 0
Streel & 8.8 239 22.2
Park 26 31 27 11.1
Other 152 | 245 186 | 111
Souce: NDACE (1298a) In Bays fo Men
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Yaung people are
yeing to prison
Jor-minor drug
affences

instead of gerting
the help they need

NDACT pequirey
increased respurees
o broaden ix
intervention efforty

Move personned
st be frained
amd placed in
the field

Current law muxt
be fine taned

‘irnmeﬂialélytos!amﬂnnde mmm:mum;tdm:m
,wgmtparemaleducahonasmll and involvement in any

laws prohibiting sale of lobacco and alcohol to rinars need 1o be eni’o;cldrnm styln-

'genlly and penalties imposed for those who suppy or sefl te children, )

N

legal drug use often leads to a life of cnime; be it theft In order to purchase drugs or involve-
ment in trafficking andlor production (a 1984 UNICEF report found that a person can make
as much as Bz$81.75 per street sale™). A 1997 NDACC survey discovered thatneadyZom
of every 5 inmates admited to committing a crime while under the influence of crugs. Thlty-
nine percent had committed a crime 1o buy drugs™, 'Department of Corrections (DOC] sta-
tistics reveal a recent increase in the use of imprisonment for drug offences, mestly posses-
slon of small amounts of marijuana for personal use. In 1998, 283 prison sentances out of
1153 were for drug offences. 34 of these involved dhildren of 18 years.™

Toa many of those failed for minor drug offences are more related to addiciion than o
criminal bahaviour. Sadly, there Is a absence of rehabilitative services in cr outside of
prison, Addicts In the prison system usually end Jp moving on o stronger subslances.
There are many young men in Belize that are in need of rehabilitation but the services
just aren’t available. The result is that only a very few will ever lead normal |ves.

NDACC
The only agency mandated to address the issue of substance abuse in Balize is National

Drug Abuse Control Council (NDACC) which primarily provides drug education in schools;
‘it has no rehabilitation facilities and limited counsalling services. A volunteer drug abuse
specialist, who worked at NDACC for 6 months, roted the absence of first offender drug
education programmes and alternatives to custody involving drug intervention, and no
trained personnel to Implement such schemes. Consequently, sentencers zre often left
with no option but to sentence offenders for drug Sossession lo custody.'™

Amongst the volunteer's recommendations is the deployment of trained workers in each
district to conduct outreach work with rural communities and “hard to reach” groups;
training for soclal workars and probation officers in basic drug awareness; and first of-
fender programmes and alternatives to custody that target offenders who do not present
a public risk.

No doubt taws need to be reviewed, including a reclassification of drugs and penalties ac-
cording to potential risks, “the current classification system which includes drugs such as
heroin, cocaine and marijuana in the same category (Dangerous Drugs) is miseading.™'

A cancern this consultancy shares with several other recent and related consultancies, Is
that current "anti drug” education and campaigns ae not impacting Belizean youths in the
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veys bavosuggested the numbers ofsludenls takmg ilugs themhaw been‘ bmm

 qualitative studies info crucial factors such &s the reasons why young taoﬂew involyed

indrugs, their perceptions of the risks they entail, or the. degree ta wrich tﬁey accepl o

_ reject education messages. ‘Likewise, thereis little rasearch inla the whole “environment”

: of substance abuse, such as the culture of small scale manijuana culivation and use in

(4 manycommunmasoruueroieofatcohouse(mmgequantms)asamegmlpanof
masculinity in Belize. Effective education & never possible without a solid knowledge:
base of the context into which the education is being Introduoed Al presenl, this knovd v
edge base’is sketchy at best.™

. The Juvenile Justice System
A The CRC seek b protect children - not from responsibility for thelf actions - but from
_consequences and situations that overreach the offense and the chili's level of under-

O mivleromsiy "standlng ensuring their humane treatment, wel-being, and opﬂomﬂ"ﬁs for reform..

are warldmd

crinri dx

4 Mides 37,39 and 40 of the Convention address the general sltuabon of ohlidren encoun-
The CRCS focus tering the justice system, and it is these that the Committee is most concerned about™,
DA A I - Specifically, Artice 37 provides the right to be protected from: torture and other cruel,
reNibilitagon - iphuman or degrading treatment or punishment; life imprisonment without the - possibility
‘ ~ ofparole, and; uniawful or arbitrary detention. Articie 39 requires that every effort o reha-
bifitate and'rehtmm inta gociety, chifd victms of any form of violence neglect. exploita-
tion or abuse, be undertaken. Article 40 ersures that children and youths who are ac-
cused of, being held for or charged with a crime, areex!anded the same rights of repre-
sentation and appeal as any adult in Belize; from arrest 10 sentencing. I akso requires the
institution of & dstinct juvenile jusﬂoo systam for those up to age 13, which stresses

pnsmve rather than punitive motivation.

Togather, the three articles provide binding force to the following United Nations docu-
ments: 1) the Rivadh Guldelines; social polides to prevent and protect young people from
offending, 2} the Beijing Rules. which establish a progressive justice system for young
persons in conflict with the law, and; 3) ths UN Rules for Juveniles Deprived of their
Liberty (JDL Rules), that safeguard fundamental rights and establish measures for social
re-integration of young peopie once deprived of their liberty, whether in prison or other
institutions.

Children and youhs caught up in the justice system are considered to be at risk because
of the high degree of penalization inherent ir correctional institutions, as opposed to truly

1T E7H1GH T T 0. & /FUT-URE-jms




are young men

Poverty, foiling
Jamilies, western

acculturation and
ganyg activigy are
mufor sources of
crime

and son the xeeds of

Juvenile crime

By luw, age Y tn 14
delinguents are
comsidered
Juvenile offenders

a marter of ‘grave
concern’ for the
CRCC

--adfvltles primarily on the South side of Belize City, tesulting ina mﬁbard h'mdats
" robberies and like crimes. ™

nme yws. ‘then has also been an aquﬂémlal lncrease of. ththggalwn&y
' incarcerations...*And in 1999, police and UNICEF noted ‘an increase in gang rela’led

In 1999, persons between the ages of 16 and 25 represented the. warwh&nlng majonly'

of pdsoners in Belize, with males between 21 ard 25 years rapresenting nearly a quarter’

_of the total iInmate pcpulation, The number of female inmates, on the othar hand have
- shown a steady decrease in their prison representation over the past several years."” The

reason for this decrease is unknown. .

Precisaly how many children are caught up in the juvenile justice system is difficull ta
ascertain, as reliable slatislics are not being kepl.

The S 2 le Cri
The breakdown of the family structure, poverty, faw If any employable skils, insufficient
education, and the invasion of western media arz cited as major culprits in pvenile crime,
‘Young men in Belize are vulnerable to crime. They often live in poverty; they are exposed
to influences and images thal raise their aspirations and their purchasing desires beyond
their means; they want to be providers yet their aducation or skills do not afford them the
[obs that pay well. Low skilled jobs eam low wages, often too low 1o support a family or
even cnaself. Meanwhile, there are many young men In similar situations wha have come
together and formed groups. In @ number of cases, this leads o gang membership - a life
of violence, crime, drig use and extrame risk t2king behaviour follows."™ Poverty, alone
has been identified 25 ‘a common denominato” that runs through 98% of the cases of
criminal behaviour.™

Age of Criminal Responsibility

Under the Juvenile Offenders Ordinance (Laws of Belize, 1936, Cap. £4) the age of
criminal responsibility begins at 9 years (the Criminal Code, Laws of Belize, Cap.84), and
a youth from 14 up ta 16 years of age can be tried and sentenced as an adull. This makes
a ‘juvenile offender” anyone between the age ol 9 and 16, The low minimum age of legal
responsibility is & matter of 'grave concern’ for the CRC Committee, which found the
Ordinance and Crminal Code to be out of sync with the spirit of the Convention's article
40, rule 3 of the Beijing Rules, and the Riyadh Guidelines, and encouraces seting the
minimum age at 18. The Families and Children Act of 1998 defines a "child’ as being less
than 18 years, but the laws relating fo juveniles have not been amended accordingly.™

Custody
With no one at home to tell them any different. boys tend 1o hang out on the sireets where

they may quickly come to the attention of patrolling police officers. The Crimnal Investiga-
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Lack of matwvity
and knowledse of
the judiclal system
deniey many their
right (o a falr
riglAeaving

Now-English
\powkers are
particularly
vulnerably

The Legal AN
Centre neody
gTeRier suppaort
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Storie dﬁ uuatmm,bsamgs torture and F
Waoa%u\e‘poﬁoe” In the first nine. m#:iﬁs sration
mmmeommmmmsammpmwme .
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Case Studies E
When he was pscked up by police, E5 year old YEA tmmate, “Tommme”, savs he was i’
‘Brutalized” (punched and kicked) during interrogation, and was oot tald of his rights
‘Police donot do that.. They say when ou ase i e iation voo haw no rudits. Yoo
fave mo gl " AL ieial, he had no legal representation, and s aune bad 10 speak on
s behall, saymy that he is not a child who gives trouhle, Tommnny says thit he had only
ever commutted a single other ollence at age 12, for whach he spen: one month

(4 Youth Hestel, He feels the officer whw handled his case, bed abous him, and ok
{ |
|

advantage of hon,

- - : RE—

/

Legal Representation
At trial or before a magistrate, few children are extended, nor cen they afford, leqa! repre-
sentation. Parewslgualﬂ:ans are advised to attend all court proceedings, but offen must
be escorted by police officers to fulfill this r2sponsibility. Children (anc their parents if they
have the facts of the case) may give evidance and cross-examine witnesses. However,
access to a fair trialhearing is limited by he child’s maturity and/or the parent's lack of
logal acumen. They are unable to defend themselves. No doubt, most children will be
intimidated by the presence of a police prosecutor and may, rightly orwrengly, fear reper-
cussions if thelr evidence contradicts that of polics.

Under the Juvenile Offenders Ordinance magistrates have a duty to explain the alleged
offence in simple language, Although Engish is the official language of the Court magis-
trates frequently use Craole, spoken by the majority of children. According to Magistrate
Nicholas (Family Court), Spanish-speaking Interpreters are available to the courts in all
districts; hawevar, this is not a legislative requirement and the HRCE has received com-
plaints about incomplete and inaccurate interpretation, It has also heard concemns that
the language o the court is usually not child friendly either in confent or presentation,
compounding crildren's difficulties in understanding proceedings.

There is a Legal Aid Center located in Belize City, but it is staffed by a single full-time attor-
ney, an loan from the Deputy Police Prosecutor’s Office, and professional legal representa-
tion is mandatory only for capital offencas. The Attorney General has proposed the
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The uxe of CSO
was allowed ta
wither

YEA iy mot perfeat

o o et Bt xewes
werrh . ..,

s et | i y !
“There are' rewanernatizasmremomg Juvenile oﬂenderanum w@m& :
“environments, and endangering their development by placing them in mmdnhym :
- ened criminals, In fact, many magistrates lament the lack of sentencing opmsﬂarm
niles, who they sea as being ‘in need of “salvaging.. before they deecand ino the world
of crime’. Concurrently public opinion s that criminals - no mattar ther a@é ‘should
receive the severest punishment possible. Still, schemes have been devised to' divert
_juveniles a way from punitive sentences and into more tehabilltaﬁve pmgrammes.

Under the Criminal Justice Regulations, created in 1994, Community Service Orders
(CSO) could be used t¢ sentence offenders over 4 years to between 40 and 240 hours
(& maximum 120 hours for those under 16 years) of community service. Misuse, misman-

agement, a lack of funding, staff training and public sensitization, however, allowed the

programme to fall cut of favour, and now is rarely used.

Youth Enhancement Academy

The Youth Enhancement Academy (YEA) as an alternalive is intended for youths 14 fo 21
years of age, who mus! “graduate” from a military-style Boot Camp at Hattieviile Prison.
YEA is designed to provide discipline and academic/vocational training. It was noted by
the CRCC that convicled men oldes than 21 (a violation of CRC commitments and UN
guidelines) continue to freely mix with inmaltes as young as 13, These older inmates often
serve as dormitory prefacts and are generally looked up to by the younger inmates.

Since November of 1999 and according YEA's director, adult inmates are there solely for
the purpose of maintairing prison grounds, facilities and equipment; running the kitchen,
and; some are utilized as vocational and academicinstructors. Adults are housed in sepa-
rate dormitaries and are otherwise not allowed to be present at YEA.

‘Inmates over e age of whal we consioer “youth" are here simply for
their particular skill that they can bring to the academy. You'll find out that
the older guys we have here - we call them “Seniors” - are people who
have varlous skills, electncal skills, woodwork siills, auto mechanc; |
mean the vanely of things that the instituton needs. In fact, these seme
inmates are uthized as instructors fo coordinale, implement and ensure
that the particular skilis they are In, we use them lo teach those
programmes. So, they play a very vital role al the academy, for their own
rehabilitation, bacause they are doing work, they are being efficient, they re
utilizing their sklls, and they are teaching It to the younger guys who,
eventually are galning from if, and thus providing for the overall
programmes ai the academy. It's very important that they are here.™
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mlfancy which pdmatlly remmmendsjuvame natqnn h
~ Beifing Rules, the Riyadh Guidelines, and the UN Rules fot
Depnved of their Liberty. Further recomirended Is:

% Mememns to custody, ' &5
% anincrease of the legal minimum age of eriminal tesponslilltyb ounbrmwim CRC
3% undenake further measures including allocation of adequate humnlﬁnaudd m-

with ,,,m sources, development of youth-friendly care and rehabilitation facilities.

:::z;zf: of UNICEF and many of the pariners are encouraging emphasis on adolescoms and their
J needs in order to address the rights violations and shortfalls that compound the maﬂy

' difficulties facing today's adolescents.
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